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or every action, there is an equal and
opposite reaction, and in the case of
construction, especially renovation,
that reaction is waste. Lots of waste.

Such was the case for Scott Elliott of Custom
Structures (CS) after he and his crew undertook
the enormous task of renovating 75,000 square feet
of the third floor of the DeMoss Learning Center
on the campus of Liberty University. A relatively
young
architectural/construction
company,
CS
began in 2003 and specializes in high-end residential
construction and light commercial.
It was the DeMoss project – and the waste that
resulted from it – in particular that spurred
Elliott, president of CS, and Ron Driskill, VP of CS, to
found what they hope will be a “green” answer to
the waste problem; the Lynchburg Green Building
Initiative (LGBI).
“[Scott] had been through several projects where
he realized there was a lot of waste going into
landfills from construction sites and thought
that he could make a difference. He really wanted
everyone to become more aware of those types
of issues,” Jenny Trevey, Program and Development
Director of LGBI said.
Construction waste and what happens to it is just
one facet of what LGBI hopes to accomplish. As
of now, LGBI is a provisional member of the United
States Green Building Council (USGBC), a nationwide
building industry coalition whose stated goal is “to
transform the way buildings and communities are
designed, built and operated to produce a healthy
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and prosperous environment that improves
the quality of life.”
Members of the USGBC are at the forefront of
a green building demand that is projected to
explode from a $12 billion industry in 2008
to $60 billion in 2010. The provisional James

environmental impact.
“I’m hoping this will educate people on how
they can save our environment, save our
energy and get a return on their money,” Toler
said.

CS’ 75,000 square foot renovation on Liberty’s campus
is a good example of a “green” building. Instead of huge
amounts of drywall to a landfill, CS shipped the drywall
to a plant in Charlottesville that separates it into its
component parts, namely gypsum, lime and paper. The
gypsum and lime were then sold to farmers as fertilizer and
the paper was recycled. The leftover steel was also resold
from the project.
River Chapter is composed of organizations
and individuals from a wide variety of
backgrounds within and outside of the
building community. Working together, they
hope to educate the public about the need for
sustainable and environmentally-responsible
building practices.
Back to waste and CS’ 75,000 square foot
renovation on Liberty’s campus, which
provides a good example of a “green”
building. Instead of sending huge amounts of
drywall to a landfill, CS shipped the drywall to
a plant in Charlottesville that separates it into
its component parts, namely gypsum, lime
and paper. The gypsum and lime were then
sold to farmers as fertilizer and the paper was
recycled. The leftover steel was also resold
from the project. To a large degree, green
building is relatively new to Lynchburg.
“Nothing was being said about [the green
movement] around here, that’s for sure,”
Elliott said.
scrap steel from LU's demoss
learning center was sold to
save waste.

Despite Elliott’s sentiments, new members of
the fledgling LGBI are proving that, for them,
the green movement is just as much about
practicing as it is about preaching. Wayne
Toler, president of Toler Insulation, promotes
the use of products like cellulose, which is 85
percent newspaper and fiberglass, of which
40 percent is recycled glass and sand. Toler
is part of an industry that used 1.5 billion tons
of recycled glass last year alone and believes
the LGBI will help to make people aware of
the vast number of ways they can reduce their

While the last part of Toler’s statement may
surprise some who believe that going green
is just an added expense with incentive, the
results of spending a little extra money in the
building process can have long-term effects.
According to the USGBC, green buildings can
reduce energy use by anywhere from 24 to
50 percent if they are LEED compliant (which
will be explained in greater detail below), a
rating system that is used to determine how
environmentally-friendly a particular building
is.
“Green building does
not work for somebody
who’s going to live in a
home for a year or two.
It works on a payoff.
It might be a little
bit more upfront cost
now, but the payoff
in certain systems [is
within] three years.
Other systems might be
five to 10 years,” Elliott
said.

Kennedy Tile, a local Lynchburg business since
1946, was promoting the use of sustainable
materials long before “green” became the
buzzword it is today.
“We’ve been recycling for years,” owner Karen
Kennedy said.
Almost all of Kennedy’s materials are LEED
compliant, right down to the grout. Kennedy
{cont.}
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even sells tile made from recycled
automobile windshields. Like Toler and
Elliott, Kennedy hopes that the LGBI
will perform the important function of
educating a public she feels has become
more interested in recent years about
their impact on the environment.
“I think more and more people
have become informed about what’s
happening with our earth … within the
last five years,” Kennedy said.
While green building may very well be
the norm in the not-too-distant future;
Elliott says it could happen within the
next few years, it is still a new frontier
filled with information that isn’t always
accurate. For example, the hot new
trend in flooring is bamboo, which
is often mistakenly touted as a green
product, according to Elliott.
“People think
they’re buying a
bamboo floor to
save the world and
they’re not,” he said.

already begun that are open to the
public and feature LGBI members
talking about their specific niche
specialty, be it insulation, tile or paint.
Green expos for those in the building
and design community are planned for
the future that will display the latest in
green building technology.
Also in production: A resource guide
called The Eco-Book that will provide
a valuable tool for the community.
Each page will feature a different
LGBI member and the green resources
and practices that they can provide
to assist in the building process. The
Eco-Book will be available at www.
lynchburggreenbuildingintiative.
com as well as throughout the
community in professional offices and
in LGBI member businesses. One of
those members is L.G. Flint, a local
construction company. Andy Flint,
Vice-President of L.G. Flint, feels that
the community is taking a distinct
interest in green building.
“It’s definitely picked up…when I first
came here it wasn’t an issue. In the last
two to three years, probably 80 to 90
percent [of our customers] bring it up,”
Flint said.

While bamboo does grow at an
incredible rate, it is shipped almost
exclusively from China, which produces
96 percent of the world’s bamboo
supply. The U.S. produces the other Like CS, L.G. Flint recycles as much
4 percent. Once the cost of shipping as they can and encourages clients to
that bamboo around
the world is factored in,
solar panels on this local house
along with the enormous
were installed by l.g. flint to save
use of fuel, bamboo
money and energy.
becomes decidedly less
green when compared
with oak flooring that can
be produced in North
Carolina and only needs
to be shipped a few
hundred miles instead of
thousands.
“Everyday we learn more
and more things that are
out there that most people
don’t and we figure the
more and more we learn
… the more we can
educate,” said Trevey.
To that end, twice-amonth seminars have
{cont.}

October 23-25th

Lynchburg City Armory

Friday – 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Saturday – 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Sunday – 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Remodeling? Got a Fixer Upper?
Looking for New Decorating Ideas?
The annual Home Expo fits the bill. More than just a
“home show,” this expo is a lifestyle show. By bringing
together everyday home needs and a few wants, the
Home Expo appeals and caters to every sort of home
owner and potential homebuyer, tailored to the fall
season. If you attended the spring show, be reassured
that the fall expo features different projects
specifically geared towards the time of year.
The Home Expo’s cover charge is just $1 and all
proceeds go to a local charity. For just a buck, you
get a chance to interact with a very diverse group
of vendors, including categories like:

• Banks
• Home designers
• Builders
• Radon specialists
• Log home builders
• Bathroom repair specialists
• Carpet & tile
• Home entertainment
• Basement refinishers
• Roofing
• Home health care
• Mortgages
• Insurance
• Food vendors
• Security
• Landscaping firms
• Waterproofing professionals
• Gutter contractors
• Window companies
• Sunrooms
• Much more!
For more information or to learn about how
to become a vendor,
visit www.lynchburghomeexpo.com.
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reuse existing materials. Leftover materials are often taken to stores
like the Habitat for Humanity ReStore in Lynchburg, which then resells
the materials.

“The landfill is our last
option,” Flint explained.
While large projects like geo-thermal heating and solar panels may
scare some away from green building, Flint tries to push customers
towards other, often cheaper alternatives that he terms “the lowhanging fruit,” such as energy-efficient windows and low-flow toilets,
which use nearly three-fourths less water than a traditional toilet.
Elliott cites high-efficiency faucets, water cisterns and added attic
insulation as just some of the dozens of ways consumers can use less
energy, and in the process, lower their energy bill. When considering
green building materials, customers should always check to see what
tax credits are available from the government.

Mike Marsh explains "green" construction to
a group of local middle school students at the
Juvenille and Domestic Relations Courthouse.

will have been diverted out of landfills. Also, materials used in the
“Two years ago I looked at…solar panels and all this technical
[equipment] as something that our clients wouldn’t be interested [in]
…But there are so many systems and tax credits available that it’s
ridiculous if you’re not going green,” Elliott remarked.
While an emphasis towards green building as it relates to consumer
building is still in its infancy, federal projects are already being built
to LEED standards along with many state and local projects. A LEED
project is awarded points in six different categories: Sustainable Sites,
Water Efficiency, Energy and Atmosphere, Materials and Resources,
Indoor Environmental Quality and Innovation and Design Process.
C.L. Lewis recently renovated the Lynchburg Juvenile and Domestic
Relations Court and received 44 out of 69 possible points on the LEED
rating system, which earned it a Gold rating.
When the renovation is complete, C.L. Lewis project manager, Daniel
Dixon, estimates that nearly 94 percent of the waste at the courthouse

renovation may total more than 30 percent of recycled material,
along with the use of locally and regionally manufactured products
in nearly 30 percent of the construction, an important facet of LEED
compliancy. City projects like this are a strong indicator that one of
LGBI’s many goals may not be far off.
“[We want] to get the community leaders as well as individuals to
come together… and educate them to create a great community that
we can be proud to live in,” Elliott said.
While there are many other prongs to LGBI’s plan, including an emphasis
on LEED standards and education, it is clear from the members and
organizers that a healthy, vibrant community is paramount. If that goal
is accomplished, not only will the LGBI be a success, but Lynchburg
and the surrounding communities will be changed for the better as
well.
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